Module 4: Educare and Groupwork
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Module objectives:
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On completion of this module, participants will be able to:
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Identify what distinguishes good groupwork from good
Educare groupwork, ie how Educare groupwork goes beyond
the theories of good groupwork.
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Design suitable reflective activities to enhance
pupils’ groupwork skills
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Develop activities and ways of talking that will help
children to demonstrate
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interdependent behaviours and attitudes. (When positive
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interdependence exists among members of a group, they
feel that what helps one member of the group helps the
other members and that what hurts one member of the
group hurts the other members. It is the “All for one,
one for all” feeling that leads group members to want
to help each other, to see that they share a common
goal.)
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Develop suitable questioning techniques to enable
children to reflect on their behaviours and attitudes as
team players.
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Module length:
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6 weeks
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Contents of Module:
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PowerPoint presentation: Group activities (Document 1)
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Activity sheet: Using group activities to create unity,
co—operation and mutual regard (Document 2)
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Article: Educare and groupwork (Document 3)
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Poster: Strength in Unity/Help Ever, Hurt Never
(Document 4: In separate Posters file) [Please note

that an extra resource for the salon leaders is.in the

Poster Support material]
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Song (in English)
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WORK TOGETHER
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If we can work together, in peace and harmony,
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If we can work together, the I and you are We.
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If we can work together, in peace and harmony (yes)
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If we can work together, how happy we will be.
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Salon 1
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Introduction
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Discuss/brainstorm the features of good groupwork. Note:
If the Salon Leaders wish to do so, they may introduce here
some information about different types of groupwork and
groupwork in different subjects. However, please keep in
mind that the main purpose of the salon is not just to
teach about good groupwork, but to teach how to extend the
practice of good groupwork to make it an Educare practice.
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PowerPoint Presentation: Key points for the leader to make
(Document 1)
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e Slide 1: The purpose of this module is to explore the
difference between good groupwork (which most teachers
are probably already doing) and good Educare
groupwork.
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e Slide 2: Often when we do groupwork we are letting

some students get away with either freeloading (ie
letting others carry them and not doing their share of
the work) or using the rest of the group to promote
themselves (see pictures on the left side of the



slide). In Educare groupwork we want to teach
children about how to use each person’ s special
strengths and abilities for the good of the whole
group, ie strength in unity (as in the pictures on the
right side of the slide)
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Slide 3 onwards: Children do not automatically have
good groupwork skills - they need to be taught and
they need chances to reflect on and discuss.
Activity: Ask the teachers to discuss how they could
introduce discussion of these kinds of questions into
their classes and how to get children to reflect on
whether they are genuinely Educare grop members or
really underneath harbouring any jealousy or
resentment.
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Activities
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e Use the Activity sheet: Using group activities to
create unity, co—operation and mutual regard
(Document 2)
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e Do task 1: Brainstorm the Educare values to be
learned from doing groupwork,
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e Divide into small groups of 4-6 teachers. Each
group role plays one of the Game Scenarios. Report
back on (a) the strategies they used and (b) how
they can introduce these strategies to their
pupils.
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Activities for teachers to do in self-study
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Read the article about Educare and Groupwork (Taplin,
2000). (Document 3)

o KT RMHEMPHSIER SR (EEA, 20000 . G
=)

e Task 2 on the activity sheet: As a whole staff in staff
meeting, or in small groups of colleagues, discuss how
they can bring these reflective questions into their
teaching. Put these strategies into practice in at
least one lesson per week for the 6-week period.
(Document 2)
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e FEach time these strategies are used, keep a record of
the things that the children said or did that reflected
their understanding of the idea of each using their
particular strengths to make the whole group stronger.
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Plan a whole—school activity to be introduced in
assembly or class teacher period based on the poster
Strength in Unity/Help Ever Hurt Never (Document 4), and
put this into practice to strengthen the children’ s
understanding of what Educare groupwork is all about.
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Salon 2
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Ask teachers to describe the experimental approaches

they have used and what children have said or done.
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Report on the activity that was done based on the

Strength in Unity/Help Ever Hurt Never poster and on any

observable effects on children’ s - or teachers’ -

behaviours.
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Do the demonstration lessons, with a focus on the use of

Educare groupwork (not just ordinary groupwork). Use

the enclosed lesson plan template and feedback

checklist. (Documents 5&6)
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